
OVID TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

OVID TOWNSHIP OFFICE, BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 

 October 11, 2022 

 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

The Ovid Township Planning Commission Special Meeting was called to order by Andy AcMoody at 6:09p.m. 

Members present:   Andy AcMoody, Chris Donbrock, Sean Groves, Tammi Schorfhaar, Jim Snivley  

Others present: Matt Ashenfelter, Jacob Porter, Connor Podkul, Steve Littley, Max Benjamin, Chad and April 

Harris, Doug and Judy Harris, Don Heinemann, Amber Modert, John Watson, Paul Watson, Richard Doud, Jim 

and Nub Haylett, Matt Barrows, Craig Wood 

Andy AcMoody made a motion to change the agenda and move the New Business items in front of the Unfinished 

Business and then approve the agenda as modified; seconded by Chris Donbrock; motion carried. 

Chris Donbrock made a motion to approve the October 4, 2022, Planning Commission Public Hearing minutes; 

seconded by Sean Groves; motion carried. 

Chris Donbrock made a motion to approve the October 4, 2022 Planning Commission Meeting minutes; 

seconded by Jim Snivley; motion carried. 

New Business: 

a. Matthew Barrows – Open Space Preservation Land Split.  Chris Donbrock made a motion that we 

send this request to the Township Board for approval; seconded by Sean Groves; motion carried. 

b. Dale Waligora/Amber Modert Case Realty – Open Space Preservation Land Split. Sean Groves made 

a motion that we send this request to the Township Board for approval; seconded by Andy AcMoody; 

motion carried. 

c. Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance.  The Township Board reviewed the Master Plan at their meeting 

last night (October 10, 2022).  After a bit of discussion about the potential future bike path, the 

Township Board did approve the Master Plan.  The Township Board felt that the language in the 

Zoning Ordinance regarding the screws which must be used to affix a sign seemed a bit extreme.  

McKenna is working on changing this language and then it will be reviewed again by the Planning 

Commission. 

Unfinished Business:  

a. Apex Solar – Coldwater River Solar Project.  The Planning Commission reviewed the four questions 

which we had from our meeting on October 4, 2022.  The Planning Commission also agreed to upload 

all the information we have received pertaining to these questions to the Ovid Township website 

within the next week as well as attaching them to these minutes for others to review. 

1. The question was asked about the drainage basins – how they are constructed and what materials 

are used.  The Planning Commission reviewed the attached documents which provide answers 

to this question. 

2. The question was asked regarding the potential issue of contamination to the ground water which 

could result from run-off from the solar panels.  The Planning Commission reviewed the attached 

documents which provide answers to this question. 

3. The question was asked if there is a “standard” for wildlife corridors when developing these 

projects.  The Planning Commission reviewed the attached documents which were provided by 

Dr. Doud and Apex.   



4. There are three properties in Ovid Township that will be surrounded by solar panels on three 

sides.  The documents we have received (and attached) provide specific information about exactly 

where setbacks are currently proposed to be.  We have the legal opinion regarding setbacks 

across public roadways from Joe Haas but we do not have the comments back from McKenna.  

These are expected at our November meeting. Jacob Porter (of Haas Caywood) summarized Joe 

Haas’ memo that the 1000 ft setback does not cross public roadways.  If, for example, the 4th lot 

line is a public roadway; one of the other three sides would have to be the one with a 1000 ft. 

setback.  The roadway does not count as a side in determining the 1000 ft. setback.  We are 

waiting for McKenna’s opinion on this matter.  Andy AcMoody reminded everyone that we are still 

in the research stage of this matter.  Jim Haylett does not understand what possible difference 

the road makes.  Andy AcMoody explained that our Ordinance states that the setbacks do not 

apply across public right of ways. Jacob Porter clarified that, per Joe Haas’ memo, McKenna can 

go through the history of how this language in the Ordinance came to be and the intent of the 

changes that went on during the process.  Steve Littley said that he believes that the last sentence 

in this section of the Ordinance is what is causing the property owners problems.  Sean Groves 

pointed out that we are trying to determine exactly what we thought the intent was.  Judy Harris 

asked whether setbacks are from the dwelling or the property line.  Dr. Doud asked for clarification 

on the setbacks on Central Road and where the setbacks start from? Details on the setbacks for 

certain roads (including Central Road) are in the footnotes of the solar project’s application. 

Public Comment: 

Chad Harris is non-participating, and he had questions about his setbacks and lot lines.   

Judy Harris does not feel that there was communication in the previous solar project on US27 with the landowner 

about tree placement.  Andy AcMoody concurred but also pointed out that Apex did not build this project. 

Craig Wood provided a document for our review.  Mr. Wood asked specific questions to Apex in previous 

conversations with them and he feels there are a lot of vague details with this project and some people don’t 

have access to legal counsel that can render an opinion.   

Matt Barrows asked about deer damage on crops.  Matt is a farmer, and he is concerned that the fencing will 

not allow the deer to move as freely, and he is worried about the potential crop damage due to the increase in 

deer on the remaining property. 

Stephen Este (legal counsel for Apex) requested that McKenna provide their memo in advance on our November 

1st meeting. 

Jim Haylett said that he asked a question back during our Zoom meeting regarding tree requirements between 

non-participating parcels that do not have a dwelling on it and participating parcels.   

Mr. Wood was told that the solar panels will be no higher than 10 feet.  Apex confirmed this and said the 

Ordinance requires that, at full tilt, the solar panels will not be higher than 10 feet. 

Judy Harris asked what happens with the good neighbor policy if someone wants the trees closer to their property 

line and another wants it done differently.  The maps in the application show the proposed plantings.   

Steve Littley said that good neighbor agreements transfer with the land (they go with the deed). 

Richard Doud said that the DNR data he mentioned last week will probably not be released until after the election.   

Chris Donbrock made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Tammi Schorfhaar; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned 

at 7:05p.m. 

Regular monthly meeting – November 1, 2022 at 6:00p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Tammi Schorfhaar, secretary.   


