
OVID TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

OVID TOWNSHIP OFFICE, BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
 

February 2, 2021 
 

FEBRUARY MEETING MINUTES 

 

The Ovid Township Planning Commission meeting was held via Zoom and was called to order by Andy AcMoody 
at 6:01p.m. 

Members present:   Andy AcMoody, Chris Donbrock, Sean Groves, Jim Snivley, Tammi Schorfhaar  

Other present:  Gregg Gemmill, Robert Hawley, Chris Khorey, Bill Benjamin, Sam Gaglio, Brian Nunemaker, Joe 
Haas, Mark Neesley, Matt Drennan 

Chris Donbrock made a motion to approve the Agenda; seconded by Jim Snivley; motion carried. 

Jim Snivley made a motion to approve the January 5, 2021 Public Hearing minutes; seconded by Sean Groves; 
motion carried.  

Chris Donbrock made a motion to approve the January 5, 2021 Planning Commission Meeting minutes; 
seconded by Sean Groves; motion carried. 

Jim Snivley made a motion to approve the January 26, 2021 Solar Workshop Meeting minutes; seconded by 
Chris Donbrock; motion carried. 

Unfinished Business:  The zoning ordinance for solar energy collectors.   

The Planning Commission engaged in a lengthy conversation about additional changes to the zoning ordinance 
as it pertains to solar energy collectors.  In particular, the issue of setbacks for both participating and non-
participating parcels was discussed.  Input and thoughts were offered by Bill Benjamin, Sam Gaglio, Brian 
Nunemaker and Mark Neesley.  It was decided that Chris Khorey of McKenna will go ahead and make additional 
changes to the latest draft of the zoning ordinance for our review at the next meeting. 

Comments from the Audience: 

Sam Gaglio requested to see the next draft of the zoning ordinance before our next meeting so that he, and 
others, can study the potential changes and prepare any comments they might have.  Sam also requested that 
the Planning Commission consider all three players when deciding on changes to the zoning ordinance – the 
landowners who want to participate, those who do not and the solar company. 

Brian Walker expressed concerns about what the neighborhood will look like once the setbacks are put in place.  
He is worried that we could be making something worse than what we have now.   

Lorraine Harvey thanked the Planning Commission for taking into consideration the landowners that are not 
participating.  She also feels that there are a lot of people who would like to share their opinions if the meetings 
could be held in person. 

Jim Haylett wanted to address removal process.  He is concerned about who it is would dispose of the solar 
panels once the project ends and he wondered where the solar panels would go.  Jim is worried that they could 
possibly end up in piles around our township.  He is also concerned about the panels themselves and wonders 
what they are made of.  Jim feels that there are a lot of unanswered questions regarding potential health issues 
since, in his opinion, solar energy is very new.   

Laura Johns asked about whether the township was considering capping how many acres of our township can 
be in solar farms.   



Lloyd Walrack asked about the possibility of putting a solar panel on the roof of his residence.   

Bill Benjamin asked if we were reading the comments that were coming in on the chat portion of the meeting 
regarding setbacks. 

Matt Drennan wanted to know when the next meeting will be. 

Zoning report:  Robert Hawley emailed his report to the members of the Planning Commission 

New Business:   

Jim Snivley made a motion to have a work session on Tuesday, February 16th at 6:00p.m. for continued 
discussion about the Solar Zoning ordinance and to the Master Plan; Chris Donbrock supported; motion carried.  
This meeting will most likely take place on Zoom.  Information will be available on the Ovid Township website. 

Jim Snivley moved to adjourn; Sean Groves seconded; motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:43p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Tammi Schorfhaar, secretary.   

 

 

 


